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INTRODUCTION

The growing concern of students, scholars, and the general public with
understanding man and his problems has created a demand for educa-
tional and research programs emphasizing the worldwide, comparative
study of human behavior, culture, and society. The development of cross-
cultural and area studies requires, however, large quantities of readily
available, organized cultural data. Conventional sources of such data are
widely scattered, often inaccessible, and very expensive to assemble and
utilize effectively. The HRAF Files are especially designed to overcome
these problems in meeting modern cultural data requirements.

The HRAF Files are a collection of primary source materials (mainly pub-
lished books and articles, but including some unpublished manuscripts) on
selected cultures or societies representing all major areas of the world,
The materials are organized and filed by a unique method designed for the
rapid and accurate retrieval of specific data on given cultures and topics,
and are produced in formats which enable convenient handling and com-
pact storage. The collection brings the necessary cultural data to the
teacher and student and presents the data in a form which significantly
increases the usefulness of the original source materials.

Utilizing the HRAF Files is a relatively straightforward process. Mechan-
ics of use and research techniques are similar in many respects to standard
library practices. Once the basic system is understood, it should be possible
for a researcher to use the Files as readily as he uses his school or college
library. One of the main purposes of this guide is to develop such an under-
standing. Mastery of the more complex aspects of the system is not essen-
tial to an effective utilization of the HRAF materials. This mastery may be
developed gradually as the researcher acquires experience in the Files.

The other main purpose of the guide is to illustrate, by means of case ex-
amples, some of the principal uses for which the HRAF Files are particu-
larly suitable. However, the guide itself can be no more than suggestive of
the range of possible uses. Anyone who is interested in man’s behavior,







PART I. THE NATURE OF THE HRAF FILES: AN OVERVIEW

The organization of the HRAF Files is described in
detail in Part V of this guide, but a brief synopsis of
several key points may be helpful as background to
Parts II, III, and IV.

The Collection is organized first of all into separate
Cultural Files, each of which contains descriptive in-
formation on one culture or on a closely related
group of cultures. Each Cultural File coordinates with
a cultural unit listed in a manual entitled Outline of
World Cultures (OWC) (Murdock 1972). The OWC
contains an inventory and classification of the known
cultures of the world, with each distinct culture or
group of cultures listed as a separate cultural unit and
designated by a name and a unique letter/number
code called the OWC code.

(It should be noted that a unit in the Files or an entry
in the OWC is referred to as a “culture” or “cultural
unit” regardless of whether it is actually a geographi-
cal region, a national state, an ethnic group, and so
forth. For further explanation of the usage of these
terms see section V.A.l., on p. 25.)

Within each Cultural File there are a number of

sources (i.e. books, articles, and manuscripts), some
of them original translations from foreign languages,
which have been selected by culture or area experts
on the basis of extensive bibliographic research.

The HRAF Files are more than just a collection of
texts, however. Essentially, the Files provide a major
data retrieval system, which has been developed to
facilitate study, teaching, and research in the social-
behavioral sciences, in world area studies, and in the
humanities. The source materials in each File are
organized according to a comprehensive subject classi-
fication system which is presented in a manual en-
titled Outline of Cultural Materials (OCM) (Murdock
et al. 1971). The OCM consists of over 700 distinct
subject categories, with each category briefly de-
fined and designated by a unique number code. Thus
each File contains both a complete, page-order, text
copy of every source included in that File, plus a
series of numbered category divisions within which
all pages dealing with a particular subject are brought
together.

A list of the cultures in the HRAF Files, arranged by
major world areas, is given in Table 1, on pp. 2-3.

PART Il. STUDY AND RESEARCH APPLICATIONS OF THE HRAF FILES

This section explores the range of study and research
possibilities offered by the HRAF Files. Potential
uses fall into four major types: cross-cultural studies,
studies of specific cultures or areas, teaching and
training in research, and the preparation of lectures.
Each of these types will be discussed and illustrated
with specific case examples. It should be emphasized,
however, that the actual potentials of the Files are
almost limitless, depending upon the ingenuity and
imagination of the researcher.

A. Studies of Specific Cultures or Areas

Typically, studies of a particular culture or a world
area have tended to be descriptive and content ori-
ented. This is a useful and valid approach, but it is
also possible to approach the study of a culture or
world area with theoretical questions or problems in
mind, perhaps similar to those reviewed in section B,
below. A theoretical orientation has the great advan-

tage of making the cultural data more meaningful and
interesting to study.

1. The Study of a Particular Culture. It must be em-
phasized at the outset that the following discussion is
not intended for the expert on a given culture. If
there is a File on a culture in which he is a specialist,
it should prove useful to him in many ways, but his
research will undoubtedly encompass a much broader
range of materials than can be incorporated in the
File.

There are innumerable reasons why a researcher may
wish to study particular cultures. We can only indi-
cate here some especially interesting aspects of a few
cultures in the HRAF Files, in order to stimulate
further thinking about this approach. But it may also
be noted that it would normally be impossible for the
average student to study many of these cultures in
depth without the Files, because the sources were







TABLE 1. List of HRAF Files by Major World Areas!
owC owc OwWC 2
Code Name of Cultural Unit Code Name of Cultural Unit Code Name of Cultural Unit
NT8 Eastern Apache (72) SP22 Tapirape (62)
*NT9 Hopi RUSSIA SP23 Trumai
NT13 Nasaho (73) SQ13 Mundurucu (65)
NT14 Plateau Yumans (62) R1 Soviet Union *5Q18 Yanoama
NT15 River Yumans RB1 Baltic Countries *5Q19 Tucano
NT18 Tewa (64) RB5 Lithuanians 5Q20 Tucuna
NT20 Washo RC1 Belorussia *SR8 Bush Negroes (72)
NT23 Zuni (66) RD1 Ukraine (69) SR9 Carib (68)
NU7 Aztec (59) RF1 Great Russia SS16 Pemon
NU28 Papago (62) RG4 Estonians Ss18 Warao
NU31 Seri RH1 Caucasia SS19 Yaruro
*NU33 Tarahumara (61) RI1 Georgia ST13 Callinago (60)
NU34 Tarasco (67) RI3 Abkhaz su1 Puerto Rico (73)
NU37 Tepoztlan (70) RL1 Turkestan SV3 Haiti (73)
*NV9 Tzelt: RL4 Turkic Peoples SY1 Jamaica
NV10 Yucatec Maya (69) RQ2 Kazak
RR1 Siberia
OCEANTA RU4 Samoyed
*RV2 Yakut

0Al Philippines (63) RX2 Gilyak (72)
0A5 Apayao (63) *RY2 Chukchee (61)
OAl4 Central Bisayan (63) RY3 Kamchadal
*0A19 Ifugao (63) RY4 Koryak
OB1 Indonesia (64)
*0C6 Than (59) SOUTH AMERICA
OF5 Alor (63)
OF7 Bali (67) SA15 Mosquito (61)
OF9 Flores SA19 Talamanca (65)
0G6 Makassar (69) *SB5 Cuna (68)
*0G11 Toradja *SC7 Cagaba (72)
OH4 AmbonJ SC13 Goajiro (62)
*018 Aranda (58) SC15 Paez
0117 Murngin (62) SD6 Cayapa (64)
0I19 Tasmanians (63) SD9 Jivaro (58)
0120 Tiwi SE13 Inca (67
0J13 K;g;a(66) *SF5 Aymari (%9)
0J23 Orokaiva (62) SF10 Chiriguano (73)
0J27 Wogeo (61) SF21 Siriono
*0J29 Kapauku (72) SF24 Uru (68)
*0L6 Trobriands (58) SG4 Araucanians (59)
OM6 Manus (65) *SH4 Ona
OM10 New Ireland (68) SH5 Tehuelche (63)
ON6 Buka (59) SH6 Yahgan (62)
ON13 Santa Cruz S14 Abipon (62)
0012 Malekula (62) ¥517 Mataco (69)
*0Q6 Lau (60) SK6 Choroti (68)
OR11 Marshalls (62) SK7 Gugna
*OR19 Truk (72) SM3 Caingang (64)
OR21 Woleai (58) *SM4 Guarani
OR22 Yap (67) S08 Timbira
*0T11 Tikopia (63) S09 Tupinamba (58)
ou8 Samoa (63) *S011 Bahia Brazilians
0Xx6 Marquesas (61) SP7 Bacairi (70)
0Y2 Easter Islanders *SP8 Bororo
0z4 Maori (66) SP9 Caraja (69)
0Z11 Pukapuka (61) SP17 Nambicuara (61)

1 The eight major world areas are those delineated in the Outline of World Cultures.

2 These are the alphanumeric code designations for the respective cultural units as listed in the Outline of World Cultures.

3 Files also included in the HRAF-Microfiles Collection as of 1973 are indicated by the annual series number in parentheses

following the name of the cultural unit,

4 Underlining of the cultural unit name indicates a File made up substantially of old style File pages.
5 When an asterisk (%) appears before the OWC code, it indicates that this cultural unit is included in the sixty HRAF Probabil-

ity Sample Files. (See p. 7 for further discussion of this matter.)
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