HRAF AND THE HRAF FILES

The Human Relations Area Files, Incorporated (HRAF), centered at Yale University in New Haven, Connecticut, is a non-profit inter-
national research organization sponsored and controlled by 22 major universities and museums. It has over 300 participating mem-
ber institutions in some two dozen countries. For over 37 years HRAF has been developing programs and services to encourage .
and facilitate area studies and the worldwide comparative study of human behavior, society, and culture. HRAF's basic program,
called the HRAF Files, is available on a membership basis to any non-profit educational or research institution.

Nature of the HRAF Files

“Files” is a rather dull term for denoting what may well be one
of the most important resources available for teaching and
research in the social-behavioral sciences.

Essentially, the HRAF Files constitute both a major cultural
data archive and a rapid and efficient data retrieval system.
In. more specific terms, the HRAF Files are a continually ex-
panding collection of mostly primary source materials (i.e.,
published books and articles plus some unpublished manu-
scripts) on a large sample of cultures or societies repre-
. senting all areas of the world. The materials include many
rare sources not generally available and many exclusive
English translations of foreign texts.

Organization of the HRAF Files

This collection of material is organized first of all into sepa-
rate Cultural Files, each of which contains descriptive infor-
mation on one or a closely related group of cultural units
such as the Zuni Indians, the Rural Irish, or the Yoruba of
Nigeria. These cultural units are selected from a manual enti-
tled the Outline of World Cultures (OWC), which presents a
systematic listing of the contemporary and historic cultural
units of the world known to history and ethnography. Over
320 cultural units are now represented in the Files.

The second basic organizational principle of this collection
is that the information within each Cultural File is arranged
according to a special subject classification” system con-

sisting of over 700 numbered subject categories grouped

into 79 major topical sections. This classification system is
presented in another manual entitled the Outline of Cultural
Materials (OCM).

Using this subject classification system, each text page of
every source selected for inclusion in each Cultural File is
analyzed and annofated in the margin with the category
number of every subject treated on that page. The page
is then reproduced in multiples to provide a copy for in-
clusion in each applicable subject category within that File.
Thus, all materials dealing with a particular subject are
brought together under a single subject category within
each File.

Efficiency of the HRAF Files

The HRAF Files are designed for the rapid and accurate re-
trieval of data on specific cultures and topics. The proof that
the Files do accomplish these goals is available in published
studies. For example, in 1950 a distinguished anthropolo-
- gist, G.P. Murdock, presented a vivid demonstration of the
amount of time saved when producing a research report
_based on the Files in comparison to the amount of time that

would have been required using the ordinary laborious pro-
cess of library research (29 hours vs. 29 days). As for accu-
racy, our own studies of the reliability of the subject classifi-
cation process indicate that a user of the Files may expect
to find up to 90% of the major topics described in a source
appropriately classified by subject categories.

Advantages of the HRAF Files

To the Library—

1+~ They greatly reduce the task and cost of acquisition of
library resources in the social and human sciences,
and in area studies.

+” They can be used as a data resource throughout the
curriculum, although their special value is for the
social sciences.

1 They are easy to file and require minimal storage
space.

» They are accompanied by a variety of user aids that
make accessibility to and control of the collection
much easier.

+~ They provide a range of material on cultures and so-
cieties that is rarely available in any one library.

To the Student, Researcher, Scholar—
1 They greatly reduce research time.

»# They enable a researcher to focus on analyzing data
rather than searching for relevant materials.

» They afford simultaneous access to the same source
by several researchers through the multiple filing
system.

1 They provide a system for rapid and accurate retrieval
of information on a particular culture, on a particular
topic, or for comparative research.

»* They include exclusive English translations of texts
from 15 different foreign languages.

To the Teacher—

»» They provide a unique, organized resource for the
preparation of courses or lectures on a particular cul-
ture, area, or topic.

+# They have proved to be an effective tool for training
students in comparative research.

1+ They offer an especially useful resource for class as-
signments and collaborative class projects.
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social order in its broadest sense. OF this, he is fully conscious; as, for 622

example, no man of importance will uccept an invitation to visit for a time

in i distant band or tribe without culling u consultation. Should some

lead nen of his band indicate disapproval, the invitations will be declined.

The theory is that the welfare of his band is endangered by his absence. ‘_—_HEADMEN

Above all, the head men are expected to preserve the peace.  Should a dis- 622

pute arise in which members of their band are concerned, one or more of 627‘— = lNFORMAL INGROUP

them are expected to step in as arbitrators or even as police officials if the JUST'CE

oceasion demand. When it is suspicioned that a man c pl acrime

or the taking of personal vengeance some head men go to his tipi and talk

with him, endeavoring to calm him, giving much kind advice as to the proper

course for the good of all concerned. If he has been wronged, they often

plead for mercy toward his enemy. Again, the head men may be appealed

“to for redress against a fellow member of the band. In the adjustment of SAMPLE

such cases the head men proceed by tact, persuasion, and extreme delibera-

tion. They restrain the young men, as much as possible, after the same F“_E PAGE

method. In all such functions, they are expected to succeed without resort SOC'AL 2

to violence. <+——CONTROL (reduced size)
For mild persistent misconduct, a method of formal ridicule is some- 626

times practised. When the offender has failed to take hints and sugges- . i

tions, :)he head men may take formal notice and decide to resort to disci- [622] - HEADMEN ThIS Sample Page IS a Copy Of the paper

pline. Some evening when all arein their tipis, a head man will call out to a onglnal’ and is reprodUCed here Solely to

neighbor asking if he has observed the conduct of Mr. A. This starts a

general conversation between the many tipis, in which all the grotesque and demonstrate HRAF indexing techniques.

hideous features of Mr. A's acts are held up to general ridicule amid shrieks

of {aughter, th.e gril{ing continuing until far into l!|e r.light. The morlif’x- HEADMEN The source materials are not abStraCtS

-cation of the victim is extreme and usually drives him into temporary exile a L

or s fomsl, wpon the warpath (o do desgerste I 622 b— INTER-COMMUNITY or excerpts from documents, but exact
When there is trouble between members of different bands, the head men s . P .

of each endeavor to bring about a settlement. Thus, if one of the contend- 628 RELATIONS reprOduc“ons Of the Orlglnal text. EnghSh

ing party is killed, the band of the deceased sends notice to the murderer’s 6824— B OFFENSES AGA'NST translations of fOreign texts are included.

band that & payment must be made. In the meantime, the murderer may LlFE

have called upon a head man of his own band to explain the deed. The
head men then discuss the matter and advise that horses and other property

be sent over to the injured band at once. A crier goes about with the order [203] T DISSEMINATION OF

Complete pages, not separate phrases or

and members of the band contribute.! This offer may be refused by the NEWS AND Sentences, are flled by Slfb]eCt Categques.
injured band and a demand made for the culprit’s life. No matter how INFORMATION Thus no Sing'e passage Is torn from its

1 Ono Informant commentod on this paragraph as follows: When tho payment Is madlo Surrounding discourse.
1t 13 through tho head men of tho bands concerned. The head man of the band 8 rhich

tho wronged party belongs 13 given tho offerings and he passcs on them. When he judgos
thom amplo, bo takes them to tho wronged party and tells him to drop the caso now slace ho
‘has rocclved (ull damages.”




